
It may be a tad smaller than envisioned, but 
plans for a new marina are starting to shore 
up. 

On Monday, the Pittsburg Redevelopment 
Agency unanimously approved putting 
aside $7.8 million in public money toward 
constructing a new -- albeit smaller -- 
commercial building at the city's marina. 

Two weeks ago, city leaders voted to scale 
back the project from a three-story build-
ing to a two-story building after the city 
failed to reach an agreement for a 
public/private partnership with Walnut 
Creek-based Palm Plaza Development. 

That plan called for $11 million in redevel-
opment money. The price di�erence will go 
back into the "pool of money" for city 
redevelopment projects, City Manager  

 

Marc Grisham said.

The building at the George Lowy Marina 
would be home to a new harbor master's 
o�ce, the Pittsburg Power Company and
potentially Redevelopment Agency o�ces  
on the second �oor and retail spaces and 
public restrooms on the ground �oor.

"This project has plotted along," Vice Chair-
woman Nancy Parent said. "A new building 
would be nice so the harbor master doesn't 
have to operate out of a houseboat. It'd be 
nice to put all the people related to the 
power company in one place." 

The Redevelopment Agency budgeted 
$3.77 million for the project in June. 
Monday's vote said the city would put an 
additional $2.3 million toward the now-
public project. Pittsburg Power Company 

  

 

will also contribute as much as $2 million, 
according to city sta�. 

All told, the city has spent about $20 
million in public money for marina improve-
ments, Economic Development Director 
Brad Nail said. 

Commissioners Michael Kee and Ben John-
son questioned whether the scope and
budget for the project, as well as the archi-
tectural contact, would be a�ected by the 
decision.

Project manager Maria Aliotti assured the 
council that Monday's vote was simply to 
put the money on the city's capital project 
list as a "working estimate." 

A smaller marina building could also 
decrease the amount of money the city 
would owe architect JMA Architecture, 
whom the city agreed to a contract with in 
February. 

A revised �gure for the architectural 
contract is expected to be completed in the 
next week or two, Aliotti said. The project is 
expected to be brought back at the April 21 
meeting to discuss �nancing options, 
Grisham said. 

Plans for a waterfront and luxury bed-and-
breakfast inn along the waterfront have 
been shelved, and city o�cials are unsure 
when they will be brought back for consid-
eration, given current budget concerns at 
the state level. 

City o�cials hope building on the marina 
could start in September.
 
Paul Burgarino covers Pittsburg and Bay 
Point. Reach him at 925-779-7164 or 
pburgarino@bayareanewsgroup.com.
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A two-story commercial building has been approved
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