
PITTSBURG: Several new restaurants plan to 
dock along the city's revamped waterfront 
and downtown area, including a dinner 
cruise ship whose owners are relocating from 
Utah.
 
Heather and Steve Ingram are in the process 
of moving their 100-passenger yacht from 
the Great Salt Lake to the Pittsburg Marina. 
On Feb. 17, the City Council, acting as the 
Redevelopment Agency, approved a 
$125,000 loan to help cover relocation costs 
for the 65-foot skipper vessel. The vessel is 
being shipped to Pittsburg on April 20. 

Tonight, the city's Planning Commission will 
consider a request by the Ingrams to operate 
the full-service restaurant with alcoholic 
beverages. The commission will also look at a 
use permit and outdoor dining permit for La 
Veranda Bar and Grill, a project planned for 
the northwest corner of Railroad Avenue and 
Fifth Street. 

Businesses like these are "destination 
businesses" the city is trying to place into Old 
Town, said Brad Nail, Pittsburg's economic 
development director.

We're always looking for something that 
people will drive from Concord or Martinez 
for," he said, mentioning the Palace of Fine 
Foods specialty food and caviar market as 
another new Pittsburg o�ering. 

"We've always felt our biggest asset is the 
waterfront, and this helps support that," Nail 
said. 

The Ingrams, who own a sailboat harbored 
on the Richmond waterfront, have sailed the 
waters of the Bay and Delta for about 12 
years, Heather Ingram said Monday. 

"We absolutely love it out here and decided it 
was time for a change,'' she said. "Given all 
the growth that's going on in the region, and 
that   Pittsburg's   an  up-and-coming     place 
that’s doing a lot to improve the waterfront, it 
makes sense.''

The Ingrams have been working on their 
move to California for the past year and half,

with hopes of starting dockside events by 
mid-May and service on the water by the 
beginning of June.
  
Much like the Delta, the Great Salt Lake has 
a reputation for not being visitor-friendly, 
Heather Ingram said, adding that the cruise 
ship brought in thousands of visitors. 

"Our goal is to help change that stigma that 
Pittsburg and the Delta has and dispel some 
of those myths," she said, adding that locals 
have shared stories of Pittsburg's "bad 
reputation" in the past.

Ingram said cruise tours will include 
environmental eco-tours in conjunction 
with Los Medanos College, along with tours 
of Browns and Winter islands. 

The cruise line will also include sunset 
cruises and theme cruises such as murder-
mystery, karaoke and wine-and-cheese 
tours, according to their Web site.

Some residents who live near the marina 
have questioned if the cruise ship restaurant 
would be too noisy. Nail said the boat would 
have to adhere to the 10 p.m. noise curfew 
set by the harbor master.

  

Another restaurant planning to set up shop
in Old Town Pittsburg is Concord-based E.J. 
Phair brewery, with the brewery opening in 
the summer and the restaurant shortly 
thereafter. 

Plans for the New Mecca Cafe to expand its 
operations into the building next door are 
"still on," said owner Guillermo "Bill" Muniz. 
"It's exciting, but the area's going to need 
parking," Muniz said. "Right now, there's not 
enough.”

The last proposal for a boat restaurant on 
the Delta sank in 1988, when the Antioch 
Redevelopment Agency and ferryboat 
owner Roger Morgan tried to convert the 
San Diego into a restaurant.   

Morgan received a $2 million Bank of 
America loan, which was guaranteed by the 
agency. He defaulted on the loan, and the 
agency had to pay a balance of $1.8 million. 
Two ill-fated attempts were made to turn 
the boat into a restaurant before it was sold 
at an auction for $130,000 and taken out of 
Antioch's harbor in December 1991.
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